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DAYDREAMS OF A PASTOR…  
This Daydream is dedicated to Father John Welch, 
M.S.    Sixty years ago Fr. John Welch was ordained a 
Priest at the La Salette Shrine in Ipswich, Mass.   I 
remember the day quite well.  I was the M.C. for the 
ordination Mass.   Some of Fr. John’s classmates served 
at St. James.  They really formed a Who’s Who of the La 
Salette Order and our St. James Parish.   Please recall 
the names of Fr. Mike Flanagan, M.S., Fr. Richard 
Boucher, M.S., Fr. James Caffrey, M.S. and Fr. Steve 
Krisandra, M.S.   Where does the time go?  It has been a 
great journey for Fr. John Welch.  M.S.  Today is a day to 
celebrate and share the memories.  (The stories are 
legend).   I’ll tell a few stories and hopefully there will be 
a message there for all of us.  I first met Fr. John 70 years 
ago at La Salette Seminary in Hartford, CT   (Sept. 1949) 
And it has been 70 years of stories. 
I reflected on Fr. John’s Ordination card of 60 years ago.  
Remember Fr. LaCordaire, speaking about the 
priesthood.  The Dominican Preacher says “MY GOD 
WHAT A LIFE!  (Isn’t that what Fr. John always 
preaches). 
I really like that concept.  Be a Person of Joy.  It is good 
to laugh out loud.  You heard St. Paul say “Rejoice - Have 
Joy” And even though there is a lot to be sad about we 
are invited on this special day to laugh a lot and rejoice. 
Fr. John tells us at the rectory, that is what our worship 
should be about, joy and celebration.  Fr. John you know 
what the people said about you at St. Mary’s in Jewett 
City, Ipswich, MA.  and Our  Lady  of  Sorrows in Hartford 
and  now at St. James: They all simply said – “We had  
the  joy of  Him”  Fr. John, you have shared that special 
quality of you in your homilies, and you shared it with us,  
your family and friends and your parishioners at St. 
James. 
This is a special day.  No one but you Fr. John can say 
what this day means to you.  You say it in your smile, your 
look, your enthusiasm.  If Fr. John was preaching right 
now he would say:  “Picture this”.  I come before you today 
as a rather fortunate man.   I enjoy being a priest and 
would not exchange it for the world.  
 I am delighted that all of you, my family and friends, are 
praying with me to offer a special “thanks” to God for the 
blessings of the past 60 years. 
I would like to say a word about Fr. John’s family, his 
community, (his second family) and you his friends.  What  
Fr. John would like to celebrate today is not himself - He 
wants to celebrate his family, “The Welch Family”.  They 
have been rather special.  Fr. John wants to celebrate 
today the religious community of which he is a proud 
member - the La Salette Missionaries”.  They have given 
him extraordinary opportunities.  Fr. John has served well. 
Fr. John wants to celebrate today with all of you, his 
friends.  The people of Our Lady of Sorrows in Hartford, 
the Community at La Salette in Ispwich  and the 
parishioners of St. Mary’s,  Jewett City and St. James in 
Danielson Ct. 
When Fr. John met me in Hartford way  back in 1949 who 
would have thought this editor (Our Lady’s Missionary) 
this special preacher, this great promoter of Holy Hours, 
our walking partner, this son of Mary at La Salette, this 
Shrine Director, this popular Pastor, a priest who was part 
of the famous St. Raphael’s Healing Ministry.  This man 
of wisdom this keeper of the word, and I would call St. 
James our home for many years. 

Fr. John O’Neill writes this article about Fr. John Welch,   
(60 years a priest.  Did you know the Editor, Fr. John 
Welch asked the same Fr. John O’Neill to write about the 
priesthood 53 years ago?  Take a listen from Our Lady’s 
Missionary. 
It has been almost five years since I first heard the 
question and now I hear it again – “How does it feel to be 
a priest?”  My first impulse is to blurt out 
“great...wonderful.” 
But hold on!  Why?  Pondering this question, I can recall 
five years of satisfying memories...Ordination 
Day...blessing my family... my first high Mass (even 
though I know I was tone-deaf)..my duties since  then... 
second  string chaplain at hospital in Boston...graduate 
studies at the University of Missouri...time spent as 
prefect of  discipline   attempts to teach Economics and 
Theology...giving talks to young men and women about 
their possible vocations...helping to organize a college 
athletic conference in Albany, N.Y. as well as a basketball 
clinic to help youngsters. 
These activities have helped to make my five years as a 
priest, happy ones indeed.  But the privilege to offer daily 
Mass – to absolve in the confessional – to be of Christ like 
service to people and to bring the  same people closer  to 
God – have provided  me  with an eternity of memories.  
These are the items that make us want to blurt out without 
hesitation that life as a priest is great ... a happy life 
indeed!!! I can  never  be  able to thank God for these 
opportunities but each  day,  I’ll keep trying and at the 
conclusion of each Mass – I’ll join with the people of God 
and say “thanks be to God.” 
Several times a week, without fail, as a Vocational 
Director, you are asked the question “Why were you 
attracted to the priesthood...the religious life...the La 
Salette Congregation??? You try to give some reasons 
for it – but it’s really hard to just say why you made the 
choice you did.  And that is because God, made the 
choice for you. 
There is adventure in a vocation, adventure in the 
priesthood...not only the adventure of visiting a leper 
colony in Burma, or a journey by jeep through jungle trails 
to spread the gospel of Christ.  It is the adventure of 
discovering God’s plan for you in the future.  His plan is 
never just what you expected...But it is always exciting. 
Our current newspapers and Magazines are having a 
field day, writing about a small percentage of priests, –
these same news media fail to mention the personal 
sanctification, conquest and dedication of 100's of priests 
(priests who are happy working for the Lord).  No one 
seems to mention the priests everyday who visit the sick, 
guide their penitents, counsel the troubled, and make all 
peoples’ lives worthwhile.  These are the priests I see 
every day as I travel from rectory to rectory, from 
seminary to seminary, from diocese to diocese.  One 
really can’t see a vocational crisis, a crisis in the Church, 
a crisis in the priesthood, when you see so many 
dedicated priests, and so many sincere young men 
preparing for the priesthood.  It only makes you feel great 
to be a charter member of this same institution (the 
Catholic Priesthood).      
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 
First Reading: Acts 2:01-11 
The Acts of the Apostles describes how the Holy 
Spirit empowered the early Christians to bear 
witness to Christ by their sharing love and strong 
Faith. 
Second Reading: 1 Cor 12:3b-07,12-13. 
St. Paul explains how the sharing of the various 
spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit enriches the Church 
and insists that those spiritual gifts are to be used 
for the benefit of others and for the common good. 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfills his promise 
to send the Advocate or Paraclete on the Apostles 
– “Power from on high.” The gift of the Spirit would 
also enable them to fulfill Jesus’ commission to 
preach the Gospel to all nations. 
 

  PARISH EVENTS 
All the events and liturgical services are 

suspended until June 7th.  
Church will be open every day until June 7th 

from 8.30 am to 11.30 am for Individual 
Prayers. 

Daily Mass will begin on June 8th (Monday – 
Friday at 9. 00 am…. 50 people Capacity). 

 

Please visit our Parish Website for further 

updates: stjameschurchdanielson.com 

News 

The first communion and Reception into the 
Church will be scheduled later. 
St. James School Graduation Mass will be on 
the website on June 7th.  
 
MARIAN SHRINE FLOWERS 
This week’s flower arrangement is donated in 
memory of Paul A. LeBlanc by family. 
Next week’s flower arrangement will be donated in 
memory of Members of the Provost family, by 
Jackie. 
 
The Church will be open every day from 8.30 am to 
11.30 am if you wish to place your flower 
arrangement.   
 
VIGIL LIGHTS…are burning brightly this week in 
Prayer for our beloved Fr. John Welch, MS - 60 
Years a Priest and Fr. John O’Neill, MS - 58 Years 
a Priest. Congratulations on your Ordination 
Anniversary…!  
 

“150 Club Dinner” 
Due to State regulations, the “150 Club” Dinner will 
have to take on a new format.  We will not be able to 
have the wonderful event in the gym.  Therefore, the 
committee has decided it is best to have a Take-Out 
Dinner.    
The following Menu will be provided:   Shrimp 
Cocktail, Salad, Prime Rib of Beef, Seafood 
Casserole, Oven Roasted Red Potatoes, Mixed 
Vegetables, and Dessert.  Each ticket purchased is 
allowed to have two meals.    
If you wish to have a Take-Out meal, please call St. 
James School at 860-774-3281 to reserve your 
dinner by June 12th at noon.  Please leave a message 
including your name, number of dinners requested 
and your phone number.   
Take-Out Dinners can be picked up on Friday, June 
19th from 4pm to 7pm in the school parking lot. Your 
dinners will be delivered to your car. 
The Drawing will be posted on St. James School 
Website www.stjamesdanielson.org and the St. 
James Church Website 
www.stjameschurchdanielson.com 
There are 07 more tickets available – please call 

parish office on 860-774-3900. 
 

MASSES 
Here is our St. James plan for masses that were not 
celebrated during the shutdown. WEEK DAY MASSES 

resume on June 8th. Masses Scheduled from March 
18- 20 will be celebrated the week of June 8-12 at 9 am. 
 

MONDAY, June 8,  
  9:00 Maria & Herman Koehl and Theo Altdorf… family 
  9:00 Sharon Davignon… 1st Anniversary,…Family 
TUESDAY, June 9,   
  9.00    Henry Bineault … Marie O’Keefe  
  9:00 Harold C. Codding….Family 
  9:00 Eugene Laime…Wife 
 WEDNESDAY, June 10,  
  9:00 Jeanne Lucier …1st Anniversary…family     
  9:00 Joe & Isabella Yolda ….John Yolda 
THURSDAY, June 11,   St. Barnabas, Apostle 
  9:00 Liz Burke… 17th Anniversary,…Family  
  9:00 Charles & Beatrice Fortin,…Charles Laprade  
  9:00 Catherine Ondisco,…Family 
 FRIDAY, June 12,  
  9:00 Maria & Herman Koehl and Theo Altdorf… family 
  9:00 Laura Kurg,…Joshua Krug  
  9.00    Departed souls of the Adoration Sisters 
 
LA SALETTE MASSES 

In memory of Frederick & Adelyn Bodenschatz 
In memory of David & Sophie Horvat…son, Joseph 
In memory of Raymond Gendreau..by wife Pierrette 
In memory of A. Vincent Derobbio 
In memory of George Larkins 
 
 
 

http://www.stjamesdanielson.org/
http://www.stjameschurchdanielson.com/
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Dear Parishioners of St. James 
 
PUBLIC MASSES TO RESUME ON JUNE 8TH 
2020; Only on Weekdays (Monday – Friday). No 
Saturday & Sunday Worship. 
  

Following the guidelines given by Governor, Most 
Reverend Michael Cote; the Bishop of Norwich has 
announced the reopening of churches; we will 
begin to resume public Daily Masses under strict 
guidelines on the 8th of June. 
 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass will remain 
dispensed for all the faithful in the Diocese of 
Norwich until further notice. Since Sunday is still 
the Lord’s Day, the faithful are encouraged to do 
one of the following if not attending Mass:  

1. Read and reflect on the Sunday scriptures;  
2. Pray the rosary reflecting on the Glorious Mysteries; 
3. Watch the Sunday Mass on TV, or via the internet  

 
We will continue to have the SUNDAY MASS 
celebrated privately, and you can watch it on our 
Website from 4pm on Saturdays. 
stjameschurchdanielson.com  
 
In preparation for the re-opening of the church and 
out of an abundance of caution, Masses at St. 
James church will resume on 8th June. As of 
now we will have only Daily Mass and it will be 
celebrated at 9:00AM (Monday - Friday).  
 
We are returning to our worship place in a time 
when coronavirus is still a threat.  As we get 
adjusted to this “new normal” we all should be extra 
prudent and prepared in observing all necessary 
precautions to avoid contracting the virus while 
participating in a public gathering. 
  
Following the Bishop’s ordinance, we begin 
with maximum 50 people at any service in the 
Church.  
 
Not all pews of the church will be open for 
seating. Every other pew will be blocked off to 
give an option for social distance.  
  
The aisles and pews will be marked to facilitate 
the observance of social distancing practices. 
  
Everyone is required to wear a face mask to the 
church and to abide by the following rules in 
order to protect themselves and others: 

1. A face mask must be worn at all times including 
entering and exiting the church and throughout the 
liturgy with the brief exception of removing it to 
receive communion; 
2. Sanitize your hands as soon as you enter the 
church; 
3. As you enter the church please occupy the front 
pews first; 
4. Until further notice there will be no choir or 
hymns being sung during mass; 
5. Missalettes and Prayer cards will not be 
available for use during Mass;  
6. No Altar servers & Lectors will be needed since 
gifts will be kept at the altar area; 
7. The sign of peace will be avoided and the Holy 
water fonts are emptied; 
8. The distribution of Holy Communion will take 
place after Mass has concluded. After receiving 
communion we ask that you pray while exiting the 
church. Those in the front pews will receive 
communion first. Please refrain from stating “Amen” 
during the communion. 
 
Since weekend masses have not begun the 
collection baskets will be placed at the entrances of 
the church to place your weekly offering. 
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on 
Saturdays by appointments only. Following the 
strict observance of social distancing it will be 
offered in the church. 
  
The parish office remains closed to the public. 
Please call the office at (860) 774-3900 or email; 
stjames_parish@yahoo.com for any enquires. 
Visit our website for all the updates: 
stjameschurchdanielson.com    
  
All the weekday masses scheduled from March 18th 
to June 5th will be celebrated beginning June 8. 
Refer to Church Bulletin. 
 
Thank you for your support and understanding. 
Your patience and prayers are appreciated in this 
transition period. Let us keep everyone in our 
prayers. 
 
GOD BLESS 
  
Fr. John J. O’Neill, M.S.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stjames_parish@yahoo.com
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  Congratulations on your Ordination Anniversary…!  

 
   60th ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY                                      58th ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 

                               

REV. Fr. JOHN E. WELCH. MS                                 REV. Fr. JOHN J. O’NEILL. MS 

May 28, 2020                                               May 26, 2020 

 
What a great life and it’s Yours, O priest of  

JESUS CHRIST…! 
Thank you for your loving service to the Church.  

May God bless you abundantly in your priestly ministry!      
 

         


